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Capital Office for Administrative & Legislative Services


March 16, 2019

TO: All FACCS Administrators
FROM: Dr. Howard G. Burke. FACCS Executive Director
RE: Capital Update

At the FACCS Administrator’s Conference February 28th extensive discussion and review was provided believing this will be a major Legislative Session on initiatives related to CHOICE in Education. That has already become a reality from the actions and speeches of the Governor & Senate and House leadership. SB 7070 & House Education PCB 19-01 expanding options have been released & taken up in their respective chambers. While they vary in approach each passed their first committees of reference.

The expansion of CHOICE options through Senate Bills 7070 & 7040 & in the House Education Pre-K-12 Committee (Proposed Committee Bill PCB 19-01) should cause all to take note of the power behind this significant expansion that will actually pull state revenue by various formulas over the next 5 years at 90-96+% of the weighted or unweighted Florida Education Funding Program (FEFP). This will provide coverage for an immediate 14,000 additional students on waiting lists for the Corporate Tax Scholarship Program (Step-Up and others) with advancements of ½ to 1% of the public-school population in future years. 

Each bill is different but the goal is the same. The big issue is the deviation from “pure corporate sales tax credits” to actual state tax revenue. The bills further access the residual funds of the new HOPE Scholarship which currently is bank-rolled at $19 million but only has 150 approved students. Present funding through CTSP provides for 99,650 students. The Gardiner Scholarship funded through “commercial leasing sales tax,” is being expanded having presently 11,297 students with 1800 waiting for awards. Add to these scholarships the new Family Empowerment Scholarship and then potential Personal Education Saving Accounts & McKay Scholarship recipients and it does not take long to see over 150,000 students with a high of 200,000 over the next few years attending private schools.

With such taking place Christian schools must use caution as these new options are a direct acceptance of state tax revenue. Further law-suits will be filed for several reasons by teacher unions, or those believing they are being disenfranchised by the diversion of state funds to the private sector, etc. not to mention the Blaine Amendment will need to be found unconstitutional and much more for all this to work out as desired. The powers that be are not concerned due to recent conservative Florida Supreme Court appointments, Federal suits that have received favorable rulings for CHOICE, and the current momentum across the nation for parental choice in education.

For your reading a copy of the House PCB can be reviewed on the FACCS web site along with other key documents and for complete details and the Committee Analysis you can review any of the bills and their related documents for support in the various assigned committee packets at: www.myfloridahouse.gov.

Below is a listing of the legislation being tracked during the 2019 Legislative Session with any suggestions at this point specified. There are numerous bills that have a direct impact on Christian and non-public schools and church ministries. 

Major legislation is highlighted in blue for your easy review (either the House or Senate companion). The key areas of dual enrollment (which HB189 will be taken up this coming Tuesday in the House Pre-K-12 Committee); the vast expansion of CHOICE initiatives (SB 7070 & House PCB 19-01 taken up this past week and passed along party lines in both the House and Senate Education Committees; school safety and concealed weapon permissions and prohibitions (see commentary below for those bills see action); child care and early childhood modifications to current laws; religious exemption & significant rule changes currently open to public comment (present on the FACCS web site); a modified school core curriculum & diploma options along with mastery of subjects granting broad latitude to schools, along with the traditional and long-filed non-discriminatory/sexual orientation bills session-to-session are back and provided in this report. 

Finally, for this Update please take note of HB 189 by Zika relating to Dual Enrollment, which if successful will eliminate the ability of a college to charge the non-public school for students that dually enroll and basically return the options that existed prior to legislation that passed in the 2013 Session. It is important to support this bill if you desire to return to the former opportunity and process. Communicate your support via e-mails or phone calls to their local district office and especially Capital offices of the full House Pre-K Education Committee (communication addresses are linked on the FACCS web site). Additionally, contact your State House of Representative members and State of Florida Senator & copy-in the Governor conveying the same support. 

Keep the contact short and specific to this one issue. Points of fairness to stress: 1. Equal access, 2. Equitable Services, & 3. Reestablishing a non-discriminatory opportunity for students of tax-paying parents.

The similar (not identical) Senate Companion SB 1342 by Stargel will have a fiscal impact that is not yet determined or included in budget process. A “fiscal note” complicates the legislation and has side-tracked the effort in previous years. The House version is the best and most succinct approach. Your contact is important NOW as the third week of the Session begins Monday. Committee meetings will begin to taper off shortly and if both bills are not heard in at least one committee of assignment in each chamber the opportunity will end for the balance of the Session.


1.FL H 69
	Author:
	Antone (D)

	Title:
	Child Care Facilities

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House Children, Families & Seniors Subcommittee

	Summary:
	Relates to child care facilities; provides a short title; requires that, by a specified date, vehicles used by child care facilities and large family child care homes to transport children be equipped with a reliable alarm system that prompts the driver to inspect the vehicle for children before exiting the vehicle; requires the Department of Children and Families to adopt by rule minimum safety standards and to maintain a list of approved alarm manufacturers and alarm systems.

The Senate companion has already advanced through initial committee of assignment unanimously.


2.FL H 73
	Author:
	Fetterhoff (R)

	Title:
	High School Graduation Requirements

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House PreK-12 Appropriations Subcommittee

	Summary:
	Relates to high school graduation requirements; designates the act as the Dorothy L. Hukill Financial Literacy Act; revises the requirements for the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards to include financial literacy; revises the required credits for a standard high school diploma to include one-half credit of instruction in personal financial literacy and money management and seven and one-half, Rather than eight, credits in electives; provides an effective date.


3.FL H 89
	Author:
	Altman (R)

	Title:
	Verification of Employment Eligibility

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House Commerce Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to the verification of employment eligibility; provides definitions; requires employers to register with and use the E-Verify system beginning on a specified date to verify the employment eligibility of new employees; suspends certain employer licenses and providing for license reinstatement under certain conditions; prohibits an employer from employing an unauthorized alien.


4.FL H 185
	Author:
	Valdes (D)

	Title:
	High School Equivalency Diploma Program

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House PreK-12 Appropriations Subcommittee

	Summary:
	Relates to the high school equivalency diploma program; provides for the award of a high school equivalency diploma to students who meet specified criteria relating to high school graduation requirements; conforms provisions to changes made by the act.


5.FL H 189
	Author:
	Zika (R)

	Title:
	Postsecondary Education for Secondary Students

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Committee:
	House PreK-12 Innovation Subcommittee

	Hearing:
	03/19/2019 12 noon, Mashburn Hall (306 HOB) [image: Calendar entry] [image: Live broadcast]

	Summary:
	Relates to post secondary education for secondary students; requires instructional materials to be made available to certain dual enrollment students free of charge; prohibits certain costs associated with a private school student who is enrolled in a dual enrollment course from being passed along to the students school.

The bill will be heard in the House Pre-K-122 Innovation Subcommittee this coming Tuesday at noon.


6.FL H 245
	Author:
	Fitzenhagen (R)

	Title:
	School Health Immunizations

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House Health Quality Subcommittee

	Summary:
	Relates to school health immunizations; provides a short title; revises child immunization requirements to include a vaccine for human papillomavirus.


7.FL H 349
	Author:
	DuBose (D)

	Title:
	Students With Disabilities in Public Schools

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Committee:
	House PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee

	Hearing:
	03/19/2019 3:30 pm, Reed Hall (102 HOB) [image: Calendar entry] [image: Live broadcast]

	Summary:
	Relates to students with disabilities in public schools; defines terms; provides requirements for the use of physical restraint; prohibits specified physical restraint techniques; provides requirements for the use of exclusionary and non exclusionary time; provides requirements for school districts to report and publish training procedures; provides for student centered followup.


8.FL H 401
	Author:
	DiCeglie (R)

	Title:
	Mastery Based Education

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to mastery-based education; authorizes a district school board participating in the Mastery-Based Education Pilot Program to award credit based on student mastery of certain content and skills; authorizes a district school board participating in the Mastery-Based Education Pilot Program to use an alternative interpretation of letter grades for certain students; requires such district school board to use a specified scale for certain calculations.


9.FL H 403
	Author:
	Grall (R)

	Title:
	Safety of Religious Institutions

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to safety of religious institutions; authorizes a church, a synagogue, or other religious institution to allow a concealed weapons or concealed firearms licensee to carry a firearm on the property of the church, synagogue, or religious institution for certain purposes.

	Status:
		03/08/2019
	In HOUSE. On Committee agenda 03/12/19.

	03/12/2019
	From HOUSE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SUBCOMMITTEE: Reported favorably. (12-2)

	03/13/2019
	To HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION.





10.FL H 661
	Author:
	Duggan (R)

	Title:
	Alternative High School Graduation Requirements

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House PreK-12 Innovation Subcommittee

	Summary:
	Relates to alternative high school graduation requirements; provides that, as of a specified school year, certain students are eligible for an alternative pathway to a standard high school diploma through the Career and Technical Education pathway option; provides requirements for the CTE pathway option.


11.FL H 685
	Author:
	Silvers (D)

	Title:
	Removal of a Student for an Involuntary Examination

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee

	Summary:
	Relates to the removal of a student for an involuntary examination; revises the requirements for parental notification prior to removing a student for an involuntary examination under certain circumstances.


12.FL H 807
	Author:
	Aloupis (R)

	Title:
	Civics Education

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House PreK-12 Appropriations Subcommittee

	Summary:
	Relates to civics education; requires instructional materials for a certain civics education course to be reviewed and approved by specified entities.

	Status:
		03/05/2019
	In HOUSE. On Committee agenda 03/07/19.

	03/07/2019
	From HOUSE PRE-K-12 QUALITY SUBCOMMITTEE: Reported favorably. (14-0)

	03/07/2019
	To HOUSE PRE-K-12 APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE.





13.FL H 871
	Author:
	Ausley (D)

	Title:
	Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House PreK-12 Innovation Subcommittee

	Summary:
	Relates to Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program; requires the principals of certain public elementary schools to take specified actions to facilitate communication and collaboration with private prekindergarten providers; provides requirements for such school principals; requires the Office of Early Learning and Early learning coalitions to provide specified support to such school principals.


14.FL H 1027
	Author:
	Aloupis (R)

	Title:
	Office of Early Learning

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Committee:
	House PreK-12 Innovation Subcommittee

	Hearing:
	03/19/2019 12 noon, Mashburn Hall (306 HOB) [image: Calendar entry] [image: Live broadcast]

	Summary:
	Relates to the Office of Early Learning; requires certain preservice and inservice training requirements established by the Office of Early Learning to include specified professional development pathways; requires the office to develop certain training and course standards for school readiness program providers.


15.FL H 1407
	Author:
	Ponder (R)

	Title:
	Postsecondary Education

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House Higher Education & Career Readiness Subcommittee

	Summary:
	Relates to postsecondary education; requires the Commissioner of Education to annually conduct a review of certain career and technical education programs; provides requirements for such review; provides reporting requirements; provides for rule making; revises the State College System Performance Based Incentive metrics to include outcome measures for dual enrollment and collegiate high school program students.

	Status:
		03/08/2019
	To HOUSE HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREER READINESS SUBCOMMITTEE.

	03/08/2019
	Referred to HOUSE HIGHER EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE.

	03/08/2019
	Referred to HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION.





16.FL H 6005
	Author:
	Byrd (R)

	Title:
	Possession of Firearms on School Property

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to possession of firearms on school property; revises provisions relating to possession of firearms in student campus parking.

	Status:
		03/08/2019
	In HOUSE. On Committee agenda 03/12/19.

	03/12/2019
	From HOUSE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SUBCOMMITTEE: Reported favorably. (10-4)

	03/13/2019
	To HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION.





17.FL H 9197
	Author:
	Altman (R)

	Title:
	Appropriations Project

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	House PreK-12 Appropriations Subcommittee

	Summary:
	Relates to the Appropriations Project titled Security Funding for Accredited Nonpublic Schools; provides an appropriation.


18.FL S 62
	Author:
	Book (D)

	Title:
	Students with Disabilities in Public Schools

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Education

	Summary:
	Relates to students with disabilities in public schools; provides requirements for the use of physical restraint; prohibits specified physical restraint techniques; provides requirements for the use of exclusionary and nonexclusionary time; provides requirements for school districts to report and publish training procedures; provides for student centered followup.

	Status:
		03/07/2019
	In SENATE. On Committee agenda 03/12/19.

	03/12/2019
	From SENATE Committee on EDUCATION: Reported favorably with substitute. (8-0)

	03/13/2019
	In SENATE. Pending reference review under Rule 4.7(2).

	03/14/2019
	To SENATE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE on EDUCATION.





19.FL S 94
	Author:
	Stewart (D)

	Title:
	Child Care Facilities

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Rules Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to child care facilities; requires that, by a specified date, vehicles used by child care facilities and large family child care homes to transport children be equipped with a reliable alarm system that prompts the driver to inspect the vehicle for children before exiting the vehicle; requires the Department of Children and Families to adopt by rule minimum safety standards and to maintain a list of approved alarm manufacturers and alarm systems.

	Status:
		03/05/2019
	From SENATE Committee on INFRASTRUCTURE AND SECURITY: Reported favorably.

	03/06/2019
	To SENATE Committee on RULES.





20.FL S 114
	Author:
	Hutson (R)

	Title:
	High School Graduation Requirements

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Rules Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to high school graduation requirements; designates the act as the Dorothy L. Hukill Financial Literacy Act; revises the requirements for the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards to include financial literacy; revises the required credits for a standard high school diploma to include one-half credit of instruction in personal financial literacy and money management and seven and one-half, Rather than eight, credits in electives; provides an effective date.


21.FL S 164
	Author:
	Bean (R)

	Title:
	Verification of Employment Eligibility

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Judiciary Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to the verification of employment eligibility; defines terms; requires employers to register with and use the E-Verify system beginning on a specified date to verify the employment eligibility of new employees; requires the Department of Economic Opportunity to order certain agencies to suspend an employers license under certain circumstances; prohibits an employer from knowingly employing an unauthorized alien.


22.FL S 190
	Author:
	Stargel (R)

	Title:
	Bright Futures Scholarships

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Committee:
	Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Education

	Hearing:
	03/20/2019 10:00 am, Pat Thomas Committee Room, 412 Knott Building [image: Calendar entry] [image: Live broadcast]

	Summary:
	Relates to education; revises the academic terms in which certain students are eligible to receive Bright Futures Scholarships; provides that such students may receive the scholarships for the fall term for specified coursework under certain circumstances.

	Status:
		03/06/2019
	From SENATE Committee on EDUCATION: Reported favorably. (8-0)

	03/06/2019
	To SENATE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE on EDUCATION.

	03/15/2019
	In SENATE. On Committee agenda 03/20/19.





23.FL S 226
	Author:
	Brandes (R)

	Title:
	Mastery Based Education

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Education

	Summary:
	Relates to mastery-based education; authorizes a district school board participating in the Mastery Based Education Pilot Program to award credit based on student mastery of certain content and skills;authorizes a district school board participating in the Mastery Based Education Pilot Program to use an alternative interpretation of letter grades for certain students.

	Status:
		03/07/2019
	In SENATE. On Committee agenda 03/12/19.

	03/12/2019
	From SENATE Committee on EDUCATION: Reported favorably with substitute. (8-0)

	03/13/2019
	In SENATE. Pending reference review under Rule 4.7(2).

	03/14/2019
	To SENATE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE on EDUCATION.





24.FL S 330
	Author:
	Baxley (R)

	Title:
	Educational Standards for K12 Public Schools

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Innovation, Industry, and Technology Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to educational standards for K-12 public schools; revises the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards; provides that such standards are the minimum baseline core content standards for K-12 public schools; requires each school district to adopt standards equivalent to or more rigorous than these standards; revises the content requirements for such standards.


25.FL S 354
	Author:
	Montford (D)

	Title:
	Immunization Registry

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to immunization registry; revises provisions relating to the communicable disease prevention and control programs under the Department of Health; establishes that a certain student who obtains a vaccination from a State college or university student health center may refuse to be included in the immunization registry.


26.FL S 474
	Author:
	Stewart (D)

	Title:
	Discrimination In Labor And Employment

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Commerce and Tourism Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to discrimination in labor and employment; creates the Senator Helen Gordon Davis Fair Pay Protection Act; defines terms; prohibits an employer from providing less favorable employment opportunities to employees based on their sex; provides exceptions; revises applicability; provides civil penalties; prohibits an employer from taking certain employment actions against employees.


27.FL S 506
	Author:
	Rouson (D)

	Title:
	High School Equivalency Diploma Program

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to the high school equivalency diploma program; provides additional qualifications for the award of a high school equivalency diploma to students who meet specified criteria relating to high school graduation requirements; conforms provisions to changes made by the act.


28.FL S 598
	Author:
	Albritton (R)

	Title:
	Firearms

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Criminal Justice Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to firearms; authorizes a concealed weapon or concealed firearm licensee to carry a concealed firearm on the property of a religious institution during religious services or religious institution events when the property also contains a school; provides exceptions; relates to terrorism.


29.FL S 970
	Author:
	Baxley (R)

	Title:
	Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program; requires the principals of certain public elementary schools to take specified actions to facilitate communication and collaboration with private prekindergarten providers; provides requirements for such school principals; requires the Office of Early Learning and Early learning coalitions to provide specified support to such school principals.


30.FL S 996
	Author:
	Hutson (R)

	Title:
	Possession of Firearms on School Property

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Judiciary Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to possession of firearms on school property; revises a provision relating to the possession of firearms in student campus parking.


31.FL S 1084
	Author:
	Albritton (R)

	Title:
	Removal of a Student for an Involuntary Examination

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to the removal of a student for an involuntary examination; revises the requirements for parental notification prior to removing a student for an involuntary examination under certain circumstances.


32.FL S 1138
	Author:
	Simmons (R)

	Title:
	Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to voluntary prekindergarten education; provides that a parent may enroll his or her child in a family engagement computer adaptive prekindergarten program; conforms a provision to changes made by the act; authorizes an Early learning coalition to administer the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program to certain students.


33.FL S 1238
	Author:
	Mayfield D (R)

	Title:
	Safety of Religious Institutions

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Judiciary Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to the safety of religious institutions; authorizes a church, a synagogue, or other religious institution to allow a concealed weapons or concealed firearms licensee to carry a firearm on the property of that church, synagogue, or other religious institution for certain purposes.


34.FL S 1308
	Author:
	Perry (R)

	Title:
	Pathways To College and Career Success

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Committee:
	Senate Education Committee

	Hearing:
	03/19/2019 4:00 pm, 412 Knott Building [image: Calendar entry] [image: Live broadcast]

	Summary:
	Relates to pathways to college and career success; requires the Commissioner of Education to conduct an annual review of career and technical education offerings in the K 12 education system and the State College System; provides requirements for the annual review; requires the commissioner to annually provide a report summarizing the annual review to the Governor and the Legislature; provides requirements for the report.

	Status:
		03/14/2019
	In SENATE. On Committee agenda 03/19/19.





35.FL S 1316
	Author:
	Brandes (R)

	Title:
	Civic Education

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Committee:
	Senate Education Committee

	Hearing:
	03/19/2019 4:00 pm, 412 Knott Building [image: Calendar entry] [image: Live broadcast]

	Summary:
	Relates to civic education; provides a short title; revises the requirements for a standard high school diploma to include a specified course; provides requirements for such course; establishes the State Seal of Civic Engagement Program; provides the purpose of the program; requires the State Board of Education to establish criteria for awarding the seal; provides requirements for such criteria.

	Status:
		03/14/2019
	In SENATE. On Committee agenda 03/19/19.





36.FL S 1342
	Author:
	Stargel (R)

	Title:
	Postsecondary Education for Secondary Students

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to postsecondary education for secondary students; requiring, Rather than authorizing, instructional materials to be made available to certain dual enrollment students free of charge; prohibits certain costs associated with a private school student who is enrolled in a dual enrollment course from being passed along to the students school; defines the term early college program.


37.FL S 1366
	Author:
	Baxley (R)

	Title:
	Education and High School Diplomas

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Committee:
	Senate Education Committee

	Hearing:
	03/19/2019 4:00 pm, 412 Knott Building [image: Calendar entry] [image: Live broadcast]

	Summary:
	Relates to education; revises science credits required for a standard high school diploma.

	Status:
		03/14/2019
	In SENATE. On Committee agenda 03/19/19.





38.FL S 1380
	Author:
	Perry (R)

	Title:
	Gardiner Scholarship

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to the Gardiner Scholarship; relates to the Gardiner Scholarship; revises eligibility requirements for the Gardiner Scholarship Program; provides that scholarship funds may be spent for tuition and fees associated with programs relating to art, music, or theatre; revises requirements relating to compliance statements required for program participation; requires the Department of Education to implement a certain system.


39.FL S 1410
	Author:
	Diaz (R)

	Title:
	Hope Scholarship Program

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to the Hope Scholarship Program; revises the definition of the term school; revises the Hope Scholarship Program eligibility requirements; revises the term of the scholarship so that it remains in force until a student graduates from high school; revises school district obligations relating to the program; authorizes parents of certain public school students to apply for a scholarship to a private school by taking a certain action.


40.FL S 1456
	Author:
	Perry (R)

	Title:
	Office Of Early Learning

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to the Office of Early Learning; requires certain preservice and inservice training requirements established by the Office of Early Learning to include specified professional development pathways; requires the office to develop certain training and course standards for school readiness program providers.


41.FL S 1594
	Author:
	Harrell (R)

	Title:
	Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program; requires a parent of a student enrolled in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program to submit his or her student for a specified screening; conforms provisions to changes made by the act; conforms provisions to changes made by the act; requires the Office of Early Learning to make available professional development and training courses that meet certain criteria.

	Status:
		03/08/2019
	To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION.

	03/08/2019
	Referred to SENATE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE on EDUCATION.

	03/08/2019
	Referred to SENATE Committee on APPROPRIATIONS.





42.FL S 1604
	Author:
	Torres (D)

	Title:
	Licensure of Child Care Programs

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to licensure of child care programs; requires certain organizations providing child care to school-age children to be licensed as child care facilities; provides and revises definitions; removes a requirement to adopt a definition by rule; conforms a cross-reference; conforms cross references.

	Status:
		03/08/2019
	To SENATE Committee on CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND ELDER AFFAIRS.

	03/08/2019
	Referred to SENATE Committee on COMMERCE AND TOURISM.

	03/08/2019
	Referred to SENATE Committee on RULES.





43.FL S 1740
	Author:
	Farmer (D)

	Title:
	Scholarship Programs

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Location:
	Senate Education Committee

	Summary:
	Relates to scholarship programs; relates to the State Tax Credit Scholarship Program; relates to the Hope Scholarship Program; relates to reading scholarship accounts; relates to the State Sales Tax Credit Scholarship Program; relates to credit for contributions to eligible nonprofit scholarship funding organizations; conforms provisions to changes made by the act.

	Status:
		03/08/2019
	To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION.

	03/08/2019
	Referred to SENATE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE on EDUCATION.

	03/08/2019
	Referred to SENATE Committee on APPROPRIATIONS.





44.FL S 7030
	Author:
	Senate Education Committee

	Title:
	School Safety and Security

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Committee:
	Senate Infrastructure and Security Committee

	Hearing:
	03/20/2019 4:00 pm, Toni Jennings Committee Room, 110 Senate Building [image: Calendar entry] [image: Live broadcast]

	Summary:
	Relates to school safety and security; requires a sheriff to establish a school guardian program under a certain condition; removes the prohibition against classroom teachers serving as school guardians; prohibits individuals from serving as school guardians unless they are appointed by a superintendent.

	Status:
		03/15/2019
	In SENATE. On Committee agenda 03/20/19.





45.FL S 7070
	Author:
	Senate Education Committee

	Title:
	K12 Education

	Disposition:
	Pending

	Committee:
	Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Education

	Hearing:
	03/19/2019 10:00 am, 412 Knott Building [image: Calendar entry] [image: Live broadcast]

	Summary:
	Relates to K-12 education; deletes the authorization for a traditional public school to receive funds from the Schools of Hope Program; deletes a requirement for the State Board of Education to provide awards and annually report certain information; establishes the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program; provides the purpose of the program; provides scholarship eligibility requirements; provides for the term of such scholarships.

	Status:
		03/06/2019
	INTRODUCED.

	03/06/2019
	Originally filed as SPB 7070.

	03/06/2019
	From SENATE Committee on EDUCATION: Reported favorably. (5-3)

	03/08/2019
	To SENATE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE on EDUCATION.

	03/08/2019
	Referred to SENATE Committee on APPROPRIATIONS.

	03/14/2019
	In SENATE. On Committee agenda 03/19/19.

The House Education Committee Companion PCB 19-01 was taken up last Thursday and passed along party lines.
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Other news of interest:
U.S. Department of Education Finds ESEA Restriction on Religious Organizations Unconstitutional, Will No Longer Enforce
 
U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced today at the Council for American Private Education (CAPE) State Directors Annual Meeting that the Department will no longer enforce a restriction barring religious organizations from serving as contract providers of equitable services solely due to their religious affiliation.
The U.S. Department of Education, in consultation with the U.S. Department of Justice, determined the statutory provisions in Section 1117(d)(2)(B) and 8501(d)(2)(B) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) that require an equitable services provider to “be independent of … any religious organization” are unconstitutional because they categorically exclude religious organizations based solely on their religious identity.
These provisions run counter to the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia, Inc. v. Comer, 137 S. Ct. 2012 (2017) that, under the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, otherwise eligible recipients cannot be disqualified from a public benefit solely because of their religious character.
Given this decision, the Department will no longer enforce these provisions that previously restricted school districts from contracting with religious organizations to provide equitable services on the same basis as any other organization.
“The Trinity Lutheran decision reaffirmed the long-understood intent of the First Amendment to not restrict the free exercise of religion,” said Secretary DeVos. “Those seeking to provide high-quality educational services to students and teachers should not be discriminated against simply based on the religious character of their organization.”
The Department will continue to enforce all other applicable provisions of federal law. In particular, under ESEA Sections 1117(a)(2) and 8501(a)(2), school districts must continue to ensure that any contractor is independent of the private school for which it is providing services and that the educational services and other benefits being provided by the contractor are “secular, neutral and non-ideological.”
Additional Information
Secretary’s Letter to Congress regarding ESEA Provisions Restricting Religious Organizations as Contract Providers of Equitable Services Are Unconstitutional
Fact Sheet:  ESEA Provisions Restricting Religious Organizations as Contract Providers of Equitable Services Are Unconstitutional
Public Comment Period:  Title I, Part A Equitable Services Updated Non-Regulatory Guidance
The U.S. Department of Education (Department) has released DRAFT Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as Amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act: Providing Equitable Services to Eligible Private School Children, Teachers and Families – Updated Non-Regulatory Guidance (2019) for stakeholder review and comment.  This document consolidates and updates information previously included in multiple documents and is intended to support State educational agencies (SEAs), local educational agencies (LEAs), and private school officials in the implementation of the equitable services requirements under Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESEA). 
Submission Instructions*
         Send comments to:   EquitableServices@ed.gov 
         Include in the subject line:  “Title I Equitable Services” 
         Please submit:  Succinct, substantive comments regarding the draft Title I, Part A equitable services non-regulatory guidance, which may include:
o    Identifying Title I, Part A equitable services requirements or topics that you think the Department has not addressed but should;
o    Identifying questions or answers in the document that you think are not clear and provide a suggestion for enhancing clarity; and
o    Providing suggestions for enhancing the document overall.
o    Please include contact information, including  organization name and type (i.e., State educational agency, local educational agency, private school, or private organization)    Deadline:  March 26, 2019
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